
F R E E  E S S AY  C O M P E T I T I O N

N O V E M B E R  2 0 2 6  R O U N D  ·  A G E S  1 4  T O  1 8  ·  A N Y  C O U N T R Y

The Research
Question Prize
Explain a difficult question
to a curious 12-year-old.

T H E  K I N D  O F  Q U E S T I O N  W E  M E A N

I Why can we forecast the weather a week ahead but not a month?

II Did the printing press cause the Reformation?

III Why is it so hard to prove that a new medicine works?

Cash prizes

and programme scholarships for

first, second and third place

A certificate

for every valid entry

Written comments

from a mentor on anything

submitted by 15 October

Scan to enter
No more than 1,000 words · Any subject · No account needed

Entries close 15 November · Results by 10 December

aldevere.com/research-question-prize

Entries are read blind by a panel drawn from our academic staff and mentors, including our DPhil historian at Merton College, Oxford, and doctoral

researchers at NYU and a Harvard Medical School teaching hospital. Affiliations describe individual mentors’ experience and do not imply

institutional endorsement. Run by Aldevere, an academic mentoring organisation.


